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THE MEKONG PROJECT -- WHAT NEXT? 
ANNCR? 

ELEVEN YEARS AGO THE MEKONG COMMITTEE OF WHAT WAS THEN 
THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR 
EAST BEGAN TO MAP OUT PLANS TO DEVELOP THE WATER RESOURCES 
OF THE LOWER MEKONG BASIN, BUT THREE OF THE FOUR COUNTRIES 
INVOLVED == SOUTH VIETNAM, LAOS AND CAMBODIA ARE UNDER NEW 
COMMUNIST RULE AND DOUBTS HAVE BEEN RAISED ABOUT WHETHER THE 
WORK OF THE MEKONG COMMITTEE WILL CONTINUE, WITH A 
BACKGROUND REPORT HERE IS WAYNE COREY IN BANGKOK, 

VOICE: 

SENIOR MEKONG COMMITTEE OFFICIALS SAY THEY BELIEVE THE 
SITUATION IS NOT AS BAD AS IT MIGHT FIRST APPEAR, ALTHOUGH 
NO WORK IS BEING DONE IN SOUTH VIETNAM OR CAMBODIA, IT IS 
CONTINUING IN LAOS, AND THE NEW COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT IN 
VIETIANE HAS GIVEN EVERY INDICATION THAT IT REMAINS INTERESTED 
IN THE MEKONG COMMITTEE, 

LAOS EARNS ABOUT A MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR IN FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE BY PROVIDING ELECTRICITY TO THAILAND PROVIDED BY THE 
NAM NGUM DAM == A MEKONG COMMITTEE PROJECT, THE DAMS POWER 
GENERATING CAPACITY IS TO BE INCREASED BY ABOUT FOUR TIMES 
AND THAILAND, WITH ITS STEADILY GROWING POWER NEEDS, SAYS IT 
WILL BUY AS MUCH ELECTRICITY AS THE DAMS CAN PROVIDE. 

ONE OTHER HOPEFUL INDICATION TOWARD THE FUTURE OF THE 
MEKONG COMMITTEE, ACCORDING TO ITS OFFICIALS, IS THAT THE 
VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT SAID NO TO POSSIBLE 
CONTINUATION OF MEKONG RIVER PROJECTS. A SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
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DELEGATION WHICH VISITED BANGKOK RECENTLY AND MET WITH MEKONG 
COMMITTEE OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST IN AND 
AWARENESS OF THE VARIOUS BENEFITS OF FULLY UTILIZING THE MEKONG 
RIVER, 

CAMBODIA'S POSITION IS DESCRIBED AS ONE OF STRICT 
PRIORITIES -- FOOD FIRST, WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LATER. 
IT WAS CAMBODIA'S STATEMENT THAT IT WOULD NOT ATTEND THE LAST 
SCHEDULED MEKONG COMMITTEE MEETING THAT RAISED DOUBTS ABOUT 
THE COMMITTEE'S FUTURE, 

THE MEKONG RIVER, FLOWING SOME FOUR THOUSAND FIVE 
HUNDRED KILOMETERS FROM CHINA THROUGH LAOS, CAMBODIA, THAILAND, 
AND VIETNAM INTO THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, IS SOUTHEAST ASIA'S 
LONGEST RIVER. IT IS THE WORLD'S TWELFTH GREATES RIVER AND 
THE SIXTH MOST IMPORTANT IN TERMS OF VOLUME, ITS DRAINAGE 
BASIN COVERING AN AREA OF ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY THREE 
THOUSAND SQUARE KILOMETERS IS MORE THAN FIVE TIMES AS LARGE 
AS THE TOTAL LAND AREA OF BRITAIN, 

WITH THIS IN MIND, THE MEKONG COMMITTEE'S EXECUTIVE 
AGENT W.J. VAN DER OORD HAS SAID THAT TOGETHER, VIETNAM, 
LAOS AND CAMBODIA CAN ACHIEVE FAR MORE THAN THEY CAN 
SEPARATELY. FOR EXAMPLE, NORTH VIETNAM COULD MEET IS RICE 
NEEDS FROM THE MEKONG DELTA IF THAILAND AND LAOS WERE TO 
BUILD DAMS AND PROVIDE WATER STORAGE IN SOME OF THEIR 
VALLEYS, THAILAND AND LAOS IN TURN WOULD THEN ENJOY 
GREAT BENEFITS IN POWER FLOOD CONTROL AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE, 
AND CAMBODIA WOULD SEE THE BENEFITS OF ITS MAJOR HYDROPOWER 
POTENTIAL MORE THAN DOUBLED. 
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